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|_NEWS IN BRIEF |
SUPREME COURT
SEEKS CENTRE‘S
RESPONSE TO PLEA
CHALLENGING
ONLINE GAMING
LAW, BAN ON
ONLINE REAL

MONEY GAMES
Diary Times Desk :
The Supreme Court
will hear on November
26 a batch of petitions

challenging the
validity of the
Promotion and

Regulation of Online
Gaming Act, 2025, the
first central law to
impose a nationwide
prohibition on online
games  played for
stakes. (Head Digital
Vs Union of India)

A Bench of Justices IB
Pardiwala and KV
Viswanathan directed
the government to file
a comprehensive
response to the
petitions.

It also sought the
Centre's response on a
separate plea filed by

the Centre for
Accountability and
Systemic Change
(CASC), an NGO,

seeking directions to
curb online gambling
platforms allegedly
operating in the guise

of social or esports
games. The plea
sought blocking

orders under Section
69A of the IT Act and
enforcement of the
forthcoming  central
gaming law against
unlicensed betting
and money games.
The Court tagged this
petition with the main

batch of cases
concerning the Online
Gaming Act.

‘10% OF INDIA
CONTROLS ARMY*“
IN BIHAR, RAHUL
GANDHI‘S REMARK

KICKS UP ROW

Diary Times Desk :

Congress MP  Rahul
Gandhi kicked up a
row Tuesday after he
said the Army is
‘'under the control of
10 per cent of the
country's population
(referring to the so-
called upper castes)".

Campaigning in
Bihar's  Aurangabad,
ahead of the
Assembly election
that begins Thursday,
he said, ".. only 10 per
cent of the country's

population (ie, the
'upper castes') get
opportunities in
corporate sectors,

bureaucracy, and the

judiciary.. even the
Army is under their
control" "The

remaining 90 per cent
- backward classes,
Dalits, scheduled
tribes, and other
minorities = are
nowhere to be seen,
he said, echoing calls
for social justice and
equal  opportunities
he has made over the
past year, particularly
over the opposition's
demand for a national
caste census.

In that context,
Gandhi had said a
national caste census
would identify the 90
per cent.

CHHATTISGARH
COLLISION

OVERSHOOTING RED SIGNAL BY PASSENGER TRAIN
LIKELY CAUSE, SAYS RAILWAY BOARD

Diary Times Desk : Hours after a local passenger train collided
with a goods train near Bilaspur station in Chhattisgarh claiming
seven lives, the Railway Board on Tuesday said the accident took
place as the passenger train seems to have overshot a red signal.

The collision took place around 4 pm when the MEMU (mainline
electric multiple unit) train was heading to Bilaspur from Gevra
in neighbouring Korba district, railway officials said, adding it
rammed into the goods train from behind between Gatora and
Bilaspur stations.

“Passing Signal at Danger by MEMU train seems to be the reason
in the preliminary assessment by railway authorities,” a press
note from the Railway Board stated. “An unfortunate incident
involving a collision between a goods train and a DEMU local
train occurred near Bilaspur railway station on Tuesday. The
Railway Administration has taken swift action to initiate relief
and rescue operations on a war footing,” the press note said.

Senior officials have reached the site and are closely monitoring the situation, it said, adding seven people died and five were injured

in the incident.

The injured have been shifted to nearby hospitals for immediate medical assistance, the note said.
According to the Railway Board, ex-gratia of Rs 10 lakh to the next of kin of the deceased, Rs 5 lakh to those grievously injured and Rs 1

lakh to those with minor injuries has been announced.

“The Railway Administration is extending all possible assistance to the affected passengers and their families. Continuous coordination
is being maintained with district authorities and medical teams to ensure prompt relief measures,” the Board said.
It added, “A detailed inquiry into the incident will be conducted at the level of the Commissioner of Railway Safety to ascertain the

exact cause and recommend necessary corrective actions.”

Emergency contact numbers of Bilaspur — 77778 57335, 78699 53330; Champa — 80859 56528; Raigarh — 97524 85600; Pendra Road —
82947 30162; Korba — 78699 53330 and Uslapur — 77778 57338, have been made operational for the convenience of passengers and

their families.

AMID DMK OPPOSITION, VOTER LIST REVISION BEGINS IN TAMIL NADU

Diary Times Desk :The Special Intensive Revision of voter lists or SIR was rolled out
across multiple states today. Among them were Bengal, Kerala and Tamil Nadu - states

where assembly elections are due next year.

This morning, Booth Level Officers or BLOs started distributing renumeration forms

door-to-door in Tamil Nadu.

The Greater Chennai Corporation had organised meetings across all 16 constituencies of
the city, where Electoral Registration Officers gave clari

process to Booth Level Agents.

Applicants are required to fill out and sign the forms before submitting them to the

Booth Level Officers.

Only those who submit the filled-out forms will have their names included in the draft
voters list. BLOs will visit each household at least three times to ensure no voter is left

out.

The ruling DMK and its allies, have however, have strongly opposed the SIR exercise.
Chief Minister MK Stalin has chaired an all-party meeting, describing the move as

"undemocratic" and "unlawful".

The party has filed a petition before the Supreme Court, seeking to scrap the Election
Commission of India's order dated October 27, which announced the SIR notification for

Tamil Nadu.

While the DMK has clarified that it is not against the SIR process, the party questioned

cation regarding the SIR

the haste in which it is being implemented, exp!

ing st
conspiracy to remove women, minorities, and Dalit voters from the list.

over a ible BJP

BENGALURU SURGEON

‘KILLED MY DOCTOR WIFE
FOR YOU‘. BENGALURU
SURGEON‘S MESSAGE TO
LOVER

Diary Times Desk The Bengaluru
surgeon, accused of killing his
dermatologist wife, had sent a message to
his lover shortly after committing the
crime, saying: "l killed my wife for you'".
According to officials, the general surgeon,
Dr Mahendra Reddy, had sent the
message to the woman he was in a
relationship with on a digital payment
application. The police found the message
during the forensic analysis of his phone,
they said.

The woman was questioned and her
statement has been recorded, the police
said.

The identity of the woman is not yet
disclosed.

Mahendra was arrested six months after
he allegedly overdosed his wife, Dr
Kruthika Reddy, on an anesthetic drug at
their home. The incident took place on
April 21 Officials said that Kruthika
reportedly fell ill and was rushed to a
nearby hospital by her husband - where
she was declared dead.

The Forensic Science Laboratory (FSL)
report confirmed the presence of Propofol,
a powerful anesthetic drug, in the victim's
organs, indicating a criminal act. During
the inspection at their home, the police
recovered key evidence, including a
cannula set, an injection tube, and other
medical items.

Based on the report, Kruthika's father filed
a complaint alleging that his son-in-law
had murdered his daughter.

Mahendra was arrested on October 15,
with the police suspecting that he had
used his medical expertise to make his
wife's death appear natural.

"Evidence collected till now points at the
role of the husband in the crime, as he was
the person who brought her to the
hospital initially and didn't mention
anything that could have gone wrong.

COUGH SYRUP TRAGEDY: SIT ARRESTS WIFE
OF ACCUSED DR PRAVEEN SONI

Diary Times Desk : The SIT investigating the cough syrup
tragedy that claimed the lives of 24 children in Madhya
Pradesh has arrested the wife of accused Dr Praveen Soni,
an official said on Tuesday. Chhindwara-based Dr Soni,
who allegedly prescribed the contaminated cough syrup
c' to most of the ailing kids, was arrested last month for
alleged negligence in connection with the child deaths
due to kidney failure.

His wife Jyoti Soni, another accused in the case, was
arrested from her residence in Parasia town of
Chhindwara district on Monday night, Sub Divisional
Office of Police and Special Investigation Team (SIT) in-
charge Jitendra Jaat said. She is the proprietor of a
medical shop from where the cough syrup was sold to
several victims, the official said. So far, seven persons have
been arrested in connection with the cough syrup
tragedy, he added. Following the child deaths, the Tamil
Nadu government revoked the licence of the cough syrup
manufacturing company, Sresan Pharma.

Those arrested include Sresan Pharma's owner G
Ranganathan, medical representative Satish Verma,
chemist K Maheshwari, wholesaler Rajesh Soni and
medical store pharmacist Sourabh Jain. As many as 24
children from MP, mostly under the age of 5, died due to
suspected kidney failure after they were administered
Coldrif cough syrup. At least three children died after
consuming the cough syrup in neighbouring Rajasthan.
The tragedy prompted the World Health Organisation
(WHO) to issue an alert against three "substandard" oral
cough syrups identified in India.

POLLING IN MAHARASHTRA MUNICIPAL
COUNCILS, LOCAL BODIES TO TAKE PLACE ON
DEC 2

Diary Times Desk : Elections in 246 municipal councils and 42 nagar
panchayats in Maharashtra will take place on December 2, and votes
will be counted on December 3, State Election Commissioner Dinesh
Waghmare said on Tuesday.

Addressing a press conference in Mumbai, Waghmare did not declare
the election schedule for 29 municipal corporations, 32 zilla parishads,
and 336 panchayat samitis where polls are due.

Polling will be held through EVMs to elect 6,859 members and 288
presidents in 246 municipal councils and 42 nagar panchayats on
December 2, and counting of votes will be held on December 3, he
said.

With the announcement of the poll schedule, the model code of
conduct has come into force in the respective municipal councils and
nagar panchayats.

The number of eligible voters is 1.7 crore, including 53,79,931 men,
53,22,870 women, and 775 others. There will be 13,355 polling centres,
and the total number of wards is 3,820.

The 6,859 members to be elected include 3,492 seats reserved for
women, 895 for Scheduled Castes, 338 for Scheduled Tribes, and 1,821
for OBCs.

Waghmare said the State Election Commission has launched a
dedicated website https:/mahasecelec.in for online submission of
nomination forms and affidavits, while another portal
https://mahasecvoterlist.in will allow voters to check their names and
polling stations.

GURU NANAK JAYANTI 2025:
DATE, TIMINGS, HISTORY
AND SIGNIFICANCE OF
SACRED SIKH FESTIVAL
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Diary Times Desk : Guru Nanak Jayanti
2025: Guru Nanak Jayanti, also known as
Gurupurab or Prakash Utsav, marks the birth
anniversary of Guru Nanak Dev, the first
among the ten gurus and the founder of the
Sikh religion. Celebrated every year on Kartik
Purnima, Gurupurab usually falls in the
months of October-November. It is one of
the most sacred festivals in Sikhism, with

devotees across India and  abroad
celebrating the day with fervour.

When Is Guru Nanak Jayanti?

This year, Guru Nanak Jayanti is being

celebrated on Wednesday (November 5),
which marks the 556th birth anniversary of
the revered Sikh guru. Apart from
commemorating the birth of Guru Nanak,
the day is intended to highlight his
teachings on honesty, equality, selfless
service and practising one's faith.

Guru Nanak Jayanti Timings

According to Drik Panchang, the Kartik
Purnima tithi will begin on Tuesday (Nov 4)
and conclude in the evening on Wednesday
(Nov 5).
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‘'NOT BANANA REPUBLIC’: KERALA COURT ON POLICE
ARRESTING MAN OVER 10ML LIQUOR

Diary Times Desk : The Manjeri District
Principal Sessions Court on Tuesday slammed
the Kerala Police for arresting a 32-year-old
man for possessing just 10 millilitres of liquor.
"This did not happen in a banana republic but
in the world's largest democracy,” observed
the court.

The court's criticism, directed at the Sub-
Inspector of Valanchery Police Station,
underscored what it termed a serious misuse
of police powers and an affront to individual
liberty. The judge observed that the accused,
Dhanesh of Painkannur near Tirur, was forced
to spend a week in jail for an offence that did
not warrant arrest or remand.

The court questioned the very rationale of
taking a person into custody for possessing
such an insignificant quantity of Indian-made
foreign liquor. It also warned that such
arbitrary use of authority erodes public trust

RAID AT HYDERABAD DOCTOR'S
HOUSE REVEALS CITY-WIDE
DRUG NETWORK

Diary Times Desk : Telangana's Excise Special
Task Force (STF) raided the rented residence of a
post-graduate doctor, revealing a central den for
a drug trafficking network operating across
Hyderabad.

The STF's B team raided John Paul's residence in
Hyderabad's Musheerabad and seized six
varieties of high-value narcotics with an
estimated street value of Rs 3 lakh. While Paul
was arrested, three of his associates are on the
run.

A consumer of drugs, Paul joined the trafficking
operation to finance his habit, STF officials said.
He reportedly collaborated with three friends -
Pramod, Sandeep, and Sharath or Saratulu - who
utilised his house as a discreet and secure
location.

The investigation confirmed that Paul's rented

principles of justice.

in law enforcement and undermines the

house was not merely a passive storage location
but the primary distribution point for the
syndicate.

RENUKASWAMY MURDER CASE: BENGALURU COURT FRAMES
CRIMINAL CHARGES AGAINST 17 INCLUDING ACTOR
DARSHAN, PAVITHRA GOWDA

Diary Times Desk : A Bengaluru court on November 3 framed various criminal
charges against Kannada actor Darshan Thogudeepa, Pavithra Gowda and 15
others accused of playing a role in the Renukaswamy murder case.

Judge IP Naik of the 56th Additional City Civil and Sessions Court framed the
charges against the accused, who were present in court during the proceedings
and denied the allegations against them.

The criminal charges framed against the accused include criminal conspiracy,
unlawful assembly, rioting with deadly weapons, kidnapping for murder and
causing the disappearance of evidence.

The case will proceed to trial from November 10 since all the accused have pleaded
not guilty.

The case concerns the death of 33-year-old auto-driver Renukaswamy, whose
dead body was found on June 9, 2024.

It is alleged that he died owing to injuries sustained in an attack carried out on
instructions by Kannada actor Darshan Thogudeepa, after he (Renukaswamy) sent
lewd messages to Darshan'’s partner, Pavithra Gowda.

19 KILLED AS TRUCK RAMS INTO PASSENGER BUS IN
TELANGANA'S RANGA REDDY, PM MODI ANNOUNCES
COMPENSATION

Diary Times Desk : In one of the worst road tragedies in Telangana, at least 19
people, including 14 women and a 10-month-old baby, were killed and 25 others
injured when a gravel-laden tipper lorry rammed a TGSRTC hire bus near Mirzaguda
village in Chevella mandal of Rangareddy district on Monday morning.

The collision occurred around 6.15 am on the Hyderabad-Bijapur highway. Police
said the tipper, carrying gravel from Lakdaram in Patancheru to Manneguda, was
overloaded and speeding when its driver tried to overtake another vehicle. To avoid
a pothole, the driver swerved abruptly, veered into the wrong side of the road, and
crashed into the oncoming bus carrying 72 passengers. The capacity of the bus was
35. The impact was catastrophic. The front of the bus was crushed beyond
recognition, killing both drivers — Akash Kamle (24) of Maharashtra, who was driving
the tipper, and RTC driver Dastagiri Baba, who had been on the Tandur—-Hyderabad
route for five years.

Upon impact, more than 50 tonnes of gravel, far above the permissible load of 30—
35 tonnes, spilled into the overturned bus and also onto the road, trapping
passengers under its weight.

Eyewitnesses and rescue workers described the scene as nightmarish. Dozens of
passengers were pinned down, struggling for breath as gravel filled the mangled
interior. Survivors cried for help while villagers rushed to assist before police and
emergency teams arrived. Chevella police reached the spot by 7 am and pressed
JCBs into service to clear the wreckage.

During the rescue, Chevella Cl Sridhar sustained injuries when a JCB machine being
used to remove debris ran over his leg. He was rushed to a nearby hospital.

As gravel was gradually cleared, rescuers pulled out bodies one after another.
Among the victims were three sisters studying in Hyderabad, a newly married
couple and their two-month-old baby, and three members each from two other
families.

INSIDE CANADA'S MASS VISA
CANCELLATION PLAN THAT MAY TARGET
INDIANS

Diary Times Desk : Amid concerns over possible fraud,
Canadian authorities are reportedly seeking the power to
cancel applications for a group of visa holders, including
some Indians. The Canadian authorities have partnered
with US entities to identify and cancel fraudulent visitor
visa applications from India and Bangladesh, CBC News
reported, citing internal documents.

The report came amid Ottawa's clampdown on
international students that has hit applicants from India
particularly hard. In August, Canada rejected about 74
per cent of Indian applications -- which is nearly three
out of four applications -- for permits to study at
Canadian post-secondary institutions.

Now, citing a departmental presentation to the
immigration minister's office, CBC reported that Canada'’s
Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC),
the Canada Border Services Agency (CBSA).

"YOU KNOW WHAT HAPPENED TO ME™:
BJP LEADER'S WARNING FOR SHASHI
THAROOR

Diary Times Desk : Senior Congress leader Shashi
Tharoor's article critiquing dynasticism in Indian politics
has drawn a BJP leader's praise, and a warning. Shehzad
Poonawalla, former Congress leader and now BJP
spokesperson, has said Tharoor has become "khatron ke
khiladi" -- meaning one who plays with danger. In an
apparent reference to the Gandhis, Poonawalla said he
was praying for Tharoor because "the first family is very
vengeful”.

At the centre of the row is Tharoor's article in Project
Syndicate titled, 'Indian Politics Are a Family Business'. The
article focuses on dynasty-led political parties in Indiq,
including the Congress, Samajwadi Party, DMK, Trinamool
Congress, and the National Conference.

‘Dynastic  politics pose a grave threat to Indian
democracy. When political power is determined by
lineage, rather than ability, commitment, or grassroots
engagement, the quality of governance suffers. Drawing
from a smaller talent pool is never advantageous, but it is
especially  problematic when candidates’ main
qualification is their surname. In fact, given that members
of political dynasties are likely to be insulated from the
challenges faced by ordinary people, they are often
particularly ill-equipped to respond effectively to their
constituents’ needs. Yet there is no guarantee that they
will be held accountable for poor performance,” he writes.




DIARY TIMES

Shimla | Wednesday | 05112025

NATIONAL

I1ST DAY OF VOTER ROLL REVISION IN

HOW ‘ADMINI23' LED TO

HINDUJA GROUP
CHAIRMAN GOPICHAND P BENGAL SEES TECH GLITCHES HOSPITAL FOOTAGE OF
HINDUJA DIES AT 85 IN WOMEN BEING UPLOADED ON
LONDON PORN SITES

Diary Times Desk : Gopichand P
Hinduja, the chairman of the Hinduja
Group, has died in a London hospital.
He was 85. He is the second of the
four Hinduja brothers. The eldest,
Srichand Hinduja, died in 2023. The
other two brothers are Prakash
Hinduja and Ashok Hinduja.

Known as 'GP’ in business circles,
Gopichand Hinduja joined the family
business in 1950 and is credited with
transforming the company from an
Indo-Middle East trading operation
into a transnational conglomerate.

A graduate from Bombay Jai Hind
College, Gopichand held honorary
doctorate  degrees  from  the
University of Westminster and
Richmond College, according to the
company's website.

The Hinduja Group has businesses in
eleven sectors, including automotive,
banking and finance, IT, healthcare,
real estate, power, and media and
entertainment. Some of its well-
known  brands include  Ashok
Leyland, Indusind Bank and
NXTDIGITAL Limited.

COURT RESTORES
CONVICTION OF MAN
EARLIER JAILED FOR
CRUELTY TOWARDS WIFE

Diary Times Desk : The Madurai Bench
of the Madras High Court has
reinstated the conviction of an 86-
year-old man for subjecting his wife
to mental and economic cruelty,
reversing a previous acquittal by a
lower appellate court. This marks the
third stage in a legal battle that
began nearly 18 years ago.

The case relates to a couple married
in 1965 and living in Tamil Nadu's
Ramanathapuram district. In 2007, the
wife filed a complaint alleging that
her husband had for years denied her
food and financial support, isolated
her within their home by forcing her to
cook separately, prevented her from
contacting relatives, and humiliated
her. The Judicial Magistrate Court in
Paramakudi, after trial, convicted the
husband in 2016 and sentenced him
to six months of simple imprisonment
along with a fine of Rs 5,000.

In 2017, the Additional District and
Sessions Court (Fast Track Court),
Paramakudi, overturned the
conviction. The appellate court
acquitted the husband, stating that
there was no corroborative evidence
to support the allegations and no
proof of dowry harassment or
physical assault.

The High Court directed the husband
to undergo six months simple
imprisonment and pay the fine as
originally ordered. The acquittal of the
couple's son and daughter-in-law
and the dismissal of the charge of
criminal intimidation under Section.
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Diary Times Desk : A lack of digital
housekeeping led to footage of women
undergoing gynaecological checkups
at a maternity hospital in Gujarat's
Rajkot being uploaded to porn
websites, an investigation has revealed.

A scandal had broken out in February
when clips of women in various stages
of undress at the Payal Maternity Home
in Rajkot appeared on porn sites and

Diary Times Desk : The Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls began across West Bengal on Tuesday, with over
80,000 booth-level officers (BLOs) visiting homes to distribute
enumeration forms, kicking off a politically sensitive exercise

ahead of the 2026 assembly polls.

More than 16 lakh enumeration forms were distributed by the

BLOs till 4 pm, a senior official said.

The month-long house-to-house enumeration process, which
will continue till December 4, began on a largely peaceful note
with BLOs delivering forms and explaining procedures to

voters.

However, the rollout was not without hiccups: a technical glitch
disrupted the online distribution of forms on the first day, while
hundreds of schoolteachers engaged as BLOs struggled to

balance election duties with their regular classes.

made available for sale on Telegram
groups. The hospital authorities had
said that their server had been hacked.

"I don't know how the hospital videos
went viral. Our CCTV server seems to
have been hacked. However, we are
also unaware of why this happened
and will inform the police,” Dr Amit
Akbari, who works at the hospital, had
said.

Some people behind the hacking had
been arrested the same month but the
videos remained up for sale on
Telegram groups until at least June.

PM’S ‘KATTA’ JIBE DRAWS KHARGE,
PRIYANKA FLAK

Diary Times Desk : Congress chief Mallikarjun
Kharge and party MP Priyanka Gandhi Vadra on
Monday hit back at PM Narendra Modi over his
‘katta’ remark.

Addressing a public meeting in Vaishali district,
Kharge asked whether Modi was present when RJD
leader Tejashwi Prasad Yadav was announced the
CM face of the INDIA bloc. “Was Modi Ji present
there?’ he asked.

The remarks came after Modi alleged that RJD had
snatched the CM post from Congress under
pressure. “RJD ne Congress ki kanpatti par katta
rakh kar CM pad chur aliya,” PM Modi said.

Talking to media persons in Patna, Kharge claimed
that BJP would “throw Bihar chief minister and JD
(V) president Nitish Kumar out like a fly from milk”
after the assembly elections. “When BJP-JDU
leaders came to launch the NDA manifesto with
Nitish Ji, they finished the press conference in 36
seconds.

They have been in power for 20 years, they could
have stayed for at least 2 minutes.

3 MEN WHO RAPED STUDENT IN
COIMBATORE WERE DRUNK, HIT HER
FRIEND WITH SICKLE

Diary Times Desk : The three men who were
arrested for allegedly kidnapping and raping a
woman college student near an airport in Tamil
Nadu's Coimbatore were drunk, the city police
commissioner said on Tuesday.

The survivor was in a car with her male friend when
the accused, identified as Thavasi, Karthik and
Kaliswaran, allegedly kidnapped her, forcibly took
her to another location, and sexually assaulted her.
According to the police, they smashed the
windshield of the car with a stone and attacked the
survivor's friend with a sickle.

Two of the three men are brothers and the other is
a distant relative, the police said.

The suspects were involved in murder and theft
cases - two of them were granted bail. They also
stole a bike, officials said.

CONGRESS WARNS US HIRE ACT MAY HIT INDIAN ECONOMY IF
PASSED

Diary Times Desk : The Congress on Tuesday warned that a
bill introduced in the US Senate, proposing a 25 per cent tax
on any American payments for outsourced work, will "light a

fire in the Indian economy” if it becomes a reality.

Congress general secretary in-charge of communications,
Jairam Ramesh, made the remarks while referring to the
Halting International Relocation of Employment Act, or HIRE
Act, introduced on October 6 by Senator Bernie Moreno of
Ohio. The bill has been referred to the Senate Committee on

Finance, he said on X.

The proposed legislation seeks to impose a 25 per cent tax on
any US person making an outsourcing payment, defined as
"any money paid by a US company or taxpayer to a foreign [+
person whose work benefits consumers in the United States.”

He noted that the bill, in its current form, may or may not pass

and could undergo modifications.
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HOW 6 AMERICANS USED A
HOLLYWOOD MOVIE TO ESCAPE THE

IRAN HOSTAGE CRISIS
Diary Times Desk:
Escape stories have a special place in pop
culture. Drama, thrill, grit and oodles of
cinematic liberty are the bedrocks for such
daring tales. If there's a real-life element to it, the
story becomes even more believable. Because
there were people, in flesh and blood, who did
great things perhaps when it was needed the
most: to save several lives.
Tony Mendez, a CIA exfiltration specialist, did just
that when he decided to rescue six fellow
Americans from crisis-struck Iran in the early
1980s.
The Iran Hostage Crisis
On November 4, 1979, that is 46 years ago today,
66 Americans, including diplomats and civilians,
were taken hostage at the Embassy of the United
States in Tehran after an angry mob of Iranians
stormed and vandalised the building.

NORWAY'S FUTURE QUEEN BREAKS
HER SILENCE ON HALF BROTHER'S
RAPE AND ABUSE CHARGES

Diary Times Desk : Princess Ingrid Alexandra of
Norway, the future Queen of Norway, has for the
first time commented publicly on the rape and
abuse allegations against her half-brother,
Marius Borg Hoiby. In a recent interview with the
Norwegian broadcaster NRK, she described the
situation as “difficult” for everyone involved,
including her family and the victims.

The 21-year-old Princess, who is second in line to
the throne after her father Crown Prince Haakon,
said, "Of course it's difficult. Both for those of us
who are around, for me as a sister, and for mom
and dad. And of course for everyone affected by
the case”.

When asked further about being away at
university in Sydney, Australia, during this
challenging time, she declined to elaborate. "Yes,
it is.. | don't know if 1 want to go into it much
more than that,” she told NRK.

L

US AIRPORTS HIT BY MAJOR DELAYS
FROM RECORD-BREAKING
GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

Diary Times Desk : Airports across the United States
are experiencing major delays and cancellations due
to an uptick in absences from air traffic controllers,
who are under “immense stress and fatigue” from the
ongoing, record-breaking US government shutdown,
according to the Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA).

More than 16,700 US flights were delayed and another
2,282 were cancelled over the weekend from Friday to
Sunday, according to FlightAware, a US website that
provides real-time flight tracking.

The delays continued into Monday evening in the US,
as FlightAware counted more than 4,000 delays and
600 cancellations across major airports, like Chicago
O'Hare, Dallas Fort Worth, Denver and Newark.

The FAA said on X that half of its “Core 30" facilities at
major US airports were experiencing staffing shortages
due to the shutdown, with absences at New York-area
airports hitting 80 percent.

'SAINT OR SINNER' ARTWORK
FEATURING TRUMP IN PRISON SUIT
UNVEILED SWITZERLAND AFTER DELAY

Diary Times Desk : A startling artwork depicting
Donald Trump suspended from a cross while wearing
a prison uniform is finally being exhibited after original
plans were scrapped due to concerns about public
reaction.

"Saint or Sinner” will be disturbing pedestrians at a
crosswalk in Switzerland for the following two weeks.
The Mirror has reached out to the White House for
comment.

British creator Mason Storm portrays the U.S. President
clad in an orange prison jumpsuit suspended from a
white cross that resembles both a lethal injection
gurney and the crucifixion. Gleis 4 gallery had planned
to display the art sculpture near Basel's central train
station starting September 6.

However, the gallery altered its plans due to anxiety
about potential crowds.

NANCY PELOSI LAUNCHES BLISTERING ATTACK ON TRUMP ON ELECTION EVE

Diary Times Desk : Democratic lawmaker Nancy Pelosi has
launched a blistering attack on President Donald Trump on the
eve of key elections for her party, including a vote in California
on a proposal for midcycle redistricting in response to
redistricting by Republicans in Texas and elsewhere.

Newsweek contacted the White House for comment by email

after office hours.

Why It Matters

The comments by the former House speaker and longtime
Cadlifornia representative come on the eve of two gubernatorial
elections—in Virginia and New Jersey—and a mayoral election

in New York.

Democrats hope to sweep all three votes, which are being seen
as a barometer for Trump amid waning approval in the polls
owing to frustration over the government shutdown and the

state of the U.S. economy.

PAKISTAN’'S HANGOR-
CLASS SUBMARINE WITH
AIP TECH SET FOR 2026
INDUCTION; INDIAN NAVY

EYES 2032 TIMELINE

Diary Times Desk : The first batch of
Pakistan’s Hangor-class submarines,
equipped with Air Independent
Propulsion (AIP) technology and built
under a cooperation project with
Chinag, is expected to enter service
with the Pakistani Navy by 2026.
Meanwhile, the Indian Navy
continues to trail both Pakistan and
China, and is unlikely to induct a
submarine with  AIP  technology
before 2032.

Admiral Naveed Ashraf, chief of the
Naval Staff of the Pakistan Navy,
disclosed the progress of the
program in an exclusive interview
with the Chinese state-owned
publication, describing it as a big
milestone in the China-Pakistan
naval collaboration.

The Pakistani Navy chief also noted
that the Type 054A/P frigates have
greatly strengthened the Pakistan
Navy’s  multi-mission  capability,
particularly in air defense, anti-
submarine warfare, and maritime
surveillance.

“These platforms are playing a key
role in ensuring maritime security in
the North Arabion Sea and the
broader Indian Ocean region, which
is critical for the global economy,” he
stated.

Heaping praise on the Chinese-
origin equipment, Ashraf said it has
proven reliable, technologically
sophisticated, and well-suited to the
Pakistan Navy’'s operational needs.
Additionally, he noted that the
Pakistan Navy is focusing on
emerging technologies, such as
unmanned systems, Al, and
advanced electronic warfare
systems.

N KOREA 'HEAD OF STATE'
WHO SERVED UNDER THREE
KIMS DIES

Diary Times Desk : Kim Yong Nam,
North Korea's former ceremonial head
of state and a lifelong supporter of
the ruling dynasty, has died aged 97,
according to state media.

He held the role of president of
Pyongyang's rubber-stamp Supreme
People's Assembly from 1998 to 2019.
Kim Yong Nam served in various
diplomatic roles under the regime of
the country's founder Kim Il Sung, his
son Kim Jong Il, and his grandson Kim
Jong Un, although he was not related
to the family.

He died of multiple organ failure on 3
November, according to the North's
Korean Central News Agency (KCNA).
The agency described him as an "old-
generation revolutionary.
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ZOHRAN MAMDANI: THE DEMOCRATIC NEW YORK MAYORAL CANDIDATE US RESUMES PROCESSING
WITH INDIA LINK H-1B AND GREEN CARD
LABOUR APPLICATIONS
AFTER SHUTDOWN DELAY

Diary Times Desk : Self-described Democratic Socialist Zohran Mamdani could become New York City's
next mayor as voting closes on Tuesday, November 4. The 34-year-old is running against independent
candidate Andrew Cuomo and Republican Curtis Sliwa.

Zohran Kwame Mamdani was born on October 18, 1991, in Kampala, Uganda. He is the son of Ugandan
scholar Mahmood Mamdani and acclaimed Indian filmmaker Mira Nair.

His early years took him from Uganda to South Africa and then to New York City, where he attended the
Bank Street School for Children and Bronx High School of Science. He graduated from Bowdoin College in
2014 with a degree in Africana Studies, where he co-founded a Students for Justice in Palestine chapter.
Mamdani began his career as a foreclosure prevention counsellor before volunteering for several local
political campaigns. He joined the Democratic Socialists of America in 2017 and won the Democratic
primary in 2020 to represent Queens’ 36th District in the New York State Assembly. Re-elected unopposed
in 2022 and 2024, Mamdani has sponsored 20 bills, with three becoming law.

CHINA WARNS TAIWAN AND HUMAN TRUMP SAW A SEGMENT ON FOX
RIGHTS REMAIN AMONG ITS ‘RED NEWS. WITHIN AN HOUR, HE WAS

LINES" AFTER TRUMP-XI TALKS LASER-FOCUSED ON CHRISTIANS’
Diary Times Desk : China has called for the US to TREATMENT IN NIGERIA

avoid crossing four sensitive “red lines” in order to | . A h
keep the two countries’ relations on track following D“"Y Times Dgsk : Pres!dent D°n°|,d Trump was
heading to Florida on Friday, watching Fox News,

a high-stakes meeting between leaders Xi Jinping
when he saw the network run a story on how

and Donald Trump last week. 7 - A .
Christians were being targeted by Islamic groups in
Nigeria, two sources familiar with the matter told
CNN.
The president was “immediately” angered by it, one
of the sources said, and asked to get further read in
on the issue. Shortly after Air Force One touched
down in West Palm Beach, he began posting on
Truth Social.
“Christianity is facing an existential threat in Nigeria.
Thousands of Christians are being killed.

Taiwan, democracy and human rights, political
path and system, and right to development are
“China’s four red lines,” China’s ambassador to the
US Xie Feng said during a virtual address to
American and Chinese businesspeople in
Shanghai on Monday.

“We hope the US side will avoid crossing them and
causing trouble,” he said.

INDIAN-ORIGIN DRIVER WHO KILLED 3 IN US WAS SOBER DURING CRASH: OFFICIALS
Diary Times Desk : An Indian-origin driver who crashed
his semi-truck killing three people in California last
month was not driving while intoxicated, contrary to
initial reports, but the case remains a grossly negligent
homicide, US authorities have said.

Jashanpreet Singh, 21, of Yuba City was arrested on
October 21 under suspicion of ‘driving under the
influence’ (DUI) and was charged with vehicular
manslaughter with gross negligence as well as DUI
causing injury in the multi-vehicle crash.

Three people were killed and several others seriously
injured in the crash in Ontario, California.

An updated complaint, filed last week, said that
toxicology reports confirmed that none of the
substances tested were present in Singh's blood at the
time the test was rendered.

“However, the case remains a grossly negligent
homicide,” the San Bernardino County District
Attorney's Office said.

Diary Times Desk : The US Department
of Labor (DOL) has resumed
processing applications under its
foreign worker programs, restoring
critical services after a nearly month-
long outage caused by a federal
funding lapse during the government
shutdown.

The Office of Foreign Labor
Certification (OFLC) confirmed that its
systems, including the Foreign Labor
Application Gateway (FLAG) and
SeasonalJobs.dol.gov, are once again
fully operational. The disruption, which
began around September 30, had
forced a pause on key filings for
employers dependent on foreign
talent in technology, healthcare, and
other specialised sectors.

Employers can now submit new Labor
Condition Applications (LCAs) for H-1B
visas and track ongoing cases
through the online portal. The restart
also covers Program Electronic Review

Management (PERM) labor
certifications — the first step for US
employers sponsoring foreign

nationals for permanent residency.
Both processes ensure that hiring
foreign workers does not negatively
impact wages or working conditions
for US employees.

“OFLC's FLAG system is now accessible
and permits system users to prepare
and submit new applications as well
as submit and receive information
associated with their applications
pending a final determination,” the
DOL said in a notice released Friday.

DEPORTATION OF INDIAN-
ORIGIN MAN, WRONGFULLY
JAILED FOR 43 YEARS,
HALTED BY US COURTS

Diary Times Desk :

Two US courts have ordered
immigration officials not to deport
Subramanyam Vedam, the 64-year-
old Indian-origin man who spent four
decades in prison before his murder
conviction was overturned earlier this
year. Vedam was nine months old
when he came to the US with his
parents legally from India. He grew up
in State College, where his father taught
at Penn State.

An immigration judge stayed his
deportation on Thursday until the
Bureau of Immigration Appeals decides
whether to review his case. That could
take several months. Vedam'’s lawyers
also got a stay the same day in the US
District Court in Pennsylvania but said
that the case may be on hold given the
immigration court ruling.

A False Case

Known by his relatives as "Subu’,
Vedam is a legal permanent resident of
the US and, according to his lawyer,
had his citizenship  application
accepted before his arrest in 1982.
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WORKER DIES AFTER PARTIAL COLLAPSE OF MEDIEVAL TOWER IN ROME

Diary Times Desk : A worker who was trapped after part of
a medieval tower collapsed in the heart of Rome, has died,

according to hospital officials.

Octav Stroici, 66, was pulled free at 23:00 local time (22:00
GMT), nearly twelve hours after a section of the Torre dei
Conti, on the edge of the famous Roman Forum and close
to the Colosseum, gave way and trapped him beneath.

His heart stopped in the ambulance, and doctors at the

hospital he was rushed to were unable to save him.

The Romanian foreign ministry said Stroici was a
Romanian national, as was another worker among three

others pulled from the rubble.

Stroici's rescue was initially described as an exceptional
feat by firefighters who had worked late into the night.
Rescue teams used drones and rubble clearers to try to
reach him, despite the risk that the fragile tower could

collapse further.

He had been conscious and talking to the emergency
workers throughout the rescue. His wife was also at the

scene.

"WE WEREN'T THE FIRST NOR...": PAK
RESPONDS TO TRUMP'S CLAIM ON TESTING
NUKES

Diary Times Desk : A senior Pakistani official has
reaffirmed that Islamabad "will not be the first to
resume nuclear tests’, responding to US President
Donald Trump's recent remark suggesting the South
Asian country is secretly testing its nuclear weapons.
Speaking to CBS News, the Pakistani official said,
"Pakistan was not the first to carry out nuclear tests
and will not be the first to resume nuclear tests.”
What Trump Said

Trump on Sunday alleged that countries, including
Russia, China, North Korea and Pakistan, have
conducted underground nuclear tests unknown to
the public and that the United States would follow
suit.

"Russia’s testing, and Chinad's testing, but they don't
talk about it,” he told CBS's "60 Minutes” programme.
‘I don't want to be the only country that doesn't test,”
he said, adding North Korea and Pakistan to the list
of nations allegedly testing their arsenals.

A LEAKED VIDEO, A FRANTIC SEARCH,
AND THE TOP MILITARY LAWYER:
WHAT TO KNOW ABOUT THE
SCANDAL ROCKING ISRAEL

Diary Times Desk : Less than a week ago, Maj. Gen.
Yifat Tomer-Yerushalmi was the Israeli military’s
top lawyer, tasked with enforcing the rule of law
within the nation’s armed forces.

Now, she is under arrest as part of a criminal
investigation into the leak of a video showing the
alleged abuse, including sexual abuse, of
Palestinian detainees in a notorious Israeli military
prison. A longstanding target of Israel’s right-wing,
Tomer-Yerushalmi’'s rapid fall has quickly
emerged as a national scandal, overshadowing
the video at the center of the case.

The aoffair dates back to July 2024, when legal
authorities in the Israel Defense Forces (IDF)
opened an investigation into soldiers who were
allegedly shown sexually assaulting a Palestinian
detainee arrested during the Gaza war as some
two dozen other detainees lay face-down.

G20 TASKFORCE CALLS FOR GLOBAL PANEL TO TACKLE
'INEQUALITY EMERGENCY'

Diary Times Desk : A G20 taskforce established by South African President Cyril Ramaphosa has called for
the creation of an international panel to tackle inequality, warning that extreme wealth disparities disrupt
democracy and cause economic instability.

"The world understands that we have a climate emergency; it's time we recognise that we face an
inequality emergency too," said Joseph Stiglitz, who heads the Extraordinary Committee of Independent

Experts on Global Inequality.

The committee’s report - commissioned as part of South Africa’'s G20 presidency - found that the richest
1% of the global population captured 41% of new wealth since the year 2000.

EMISSIONS, CLIMATE
FINANCE, FORESTS: COP30
AGENDA IN FOCUS

Diary Times Desk : This year's United
Nations climate summit promises to
be symbolic, marking a decade
since the Paris Agreement and
taking place in the environmentally
vulnerable Amazon. But what is
actually on the agenda?

The marathon negotiations gather
nearly every country to confront a
challenge that affects them all but
unlike recent editions, this "COP" has
no single theme or objective.

That does not mean big polluters
will get off easily at COP30 in Brazil,
with  climate-vulnerable nations
frustrated at their level of ambition
and financial assistance to those
most affected by a warming planet.
Here are the big issues to look for as
world leaders gather in the city of
Belem on Thursday and Friday
before the start of formal
negotiations the following week:

The world is not cutting emissions
fast enough to meet the goals of the
Paris Agreement and no amount of
pomp and pageantry at COP30 will
be able to sugarcoat that
uncomfortable reality.

NEW LIGHT SHED ON EL-
FASHER HORROR AS
SURVIVORS ARRIVE IN
SUDAN’'S TAWILA

Diary Times Desk : Streets littered
with corpses, families separated by
violence and survivors travelling for
days without food or water. These
are the accounts emerging from
people who have fled the western
Sudanese city of el-Fasher after it
fell to paramilitary forces a week
ago following an asphyxiating 18-
month siege.

Fatima Yahya has arrived in Tawila,
a town west of el-Fasher in Sudan'’s
North Darfur State that is controlled
by a neutral force in the conflict.
She was still traumatised from the
three days she went hungry before
finally escaping. Her husband and
uncle are missing. The memories of
what happened in el-Fasher were
difficult for her to put into words.
“The dead bodies were everywhere
— in the streets, inside houses and
at the gates of many houses”
Yahya told Al Jazeera. “Wherever
you are in el-Fasher, you will see
dead bodies scattered.”

Her testimony is one of several
accounts from people who fled
North Darfur's capital after the
Rapid Support Forces (RSF), a
paramilitary group fighting Sudan’s
regular army, captured the city on
October 26.

The RSF’s takeover gave the group
control of the last major city in
Darfur to have been held by the
Sudanese armed forces (SAF),
solidifying its grip across the vast
western region.
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TRUMP TELLS NEW YORK JEWS NOT TO VOTE FOR ZOHRAN MAMDANI AS
MAYOR

SEVEN CLIMBERS DEAD AFTER
NEPAL AVALANCHE

Diary Times Desk : At least seven
climbers, including five foreigners
and two Nepalis, have died after
being hit by an avalanche on a
Himalayan peak in north-eastern
Nepal, expedition agency Seven
Summit Treks said.

The incident happened at 09:00
local time (0315 GMT) on Monday
near the base camp of the Yalung
Ri mountain in Dolakha district.
Rescuers located two bodies, and
are still searching for the remaining
five, who are believed to have been
buried by snow. Eight others have
been rescued and are in the capital
Kathmandu getting treatment for
their injuries.

All these climbers were part of a
group that set out over an hour
before the avalanche hit, the
district police chief told BBC Nepali.
The bodies of the other five
deceased climbers "'may be 10-15
feet below the snow", said Mingma

COMPLAINT Sherpa, chairman of Seven Summit
Diary Times Desk : Socialist darling Zohran| Treks. "It will take time to find them."

Mamdani’s mayoral campaign is being accused | Those killed include two Italians, a
of steering millions in outside Super PAC spending, | canadian, a German, a French
according to a new complaint filed with the city's | national, and two Nepalis who
Campaign Finance Board. served as guides.

Local deputy superintendent of
The filing claims to have identified $1.8 million in | pglice Gyan Kumar Mahato told the
questionable  expenditures on  behalf of [ ggc on Monday that a rescue
Mamdani's team — focusing on the timing and helicopter had landed in the Na
“Dick Ch d d h h spending by vendors paid for by the campaign as | Gqun area of Dolakha - a five-hour
Dick Cheney was a great and good man who taught | \e| gs two known independent-expenditure | walk from the Yalung Ri base camp
his children and grandchildren to love our country, [ ~ommittees, We the People and America for Al ’
and to live lives of courage, honor, love, kindness, and | \vep [Working Families Party] National PAC AT LEAST 26 DEAD AS

fly fishing,” the family added. charged complainant Jennifer Brown. TYPHOON WREAKS HAVOC IN

THE PHILIPPINES

“We are grateful beyond measure for all Dick Cheney

did for our country. And we are blessed beyond | .ggseq on official filings in the CFB's Follow the Diary Times Desk : At least 26

measure to ha\,/le loved and been loved by this noble Money portal, | have identified .. expenditures people have bsen kiled and

giant of a man. showing overlapping vendors, time frames. hundreds of thousands forced to
flee their homes as one of

strongest typhoons this year ripped

Diary Times Desk : President
Donald Trump on Monday
smeared Zohran Mamdani,
who is vying to become New
York's first Muslim mayor, as a
"Jew hater” that Jews should
not vote for.

"Any Jewish person that votes
for Zohran Mamdani, a proven
and self professed JEW HATER,
is a stupid person!!!" the
Republican president posted
on his social media platform.

Mamdani, a 34-year-old leftist
campaigning on promises to
make New York more
affordable, is widely expected
to win Tuesday's election.

ZOHRAN MAMDANI CAMPAIGN IN
‘COORDINATION’ WITH AT LEAST
$1.8M IN SUPER PAC SPENDING:

DICK CHENEY, INFLUENTIAL REPUBLICAN
VICE PRESIDENT TO GEORGE W. BUSH, DIES

Diary Times Desk : Dick Cheney, America’s most
powerful modern vice president and chief architect
of the “war on terror,” who helped lead the country
into the ill-fated Iraq war on faulty assumptions, has
died, according to a statement from his family. He
was 84.

“His beloved wife of 61 years, Lynne, his daughters, Liz
and Mary, and other family members were with him
as he passed,” the family said, adding that he died
due to complications of pneumonia and cardiac and
vascular disease.

"WHY ACTING SUPERIOR?" INDIAN MAN RACIALLY ATTACKED AT CANADA

MCDONALD'S

Diary Times Desk : Amid concern over the
rising racism and xenophobia against
immigrants in Canada, a disturbing video has
emerged from Toronto, showing a visibly
intoxicated man assaulting a brown man,
believed to be of Indian origin, at a
McDonald's outlet. The mobile phone footage,
which is going viral on social media, shows
that the attack was unprovoked.

The clip shows a Caucasian Canadian,
wearing a Toronto Blue Jays jacket, randomly
approaching the brown man near the 'Mobile
Order Pick Up' counter of a McDonald's outlet
and attacking him.

The intoxicated aggressor first pushed the
man standing near the counter, sending his
phone flying in the air. When the Indian man
calmly picked up his phone, the attacker
rushed towards him, grabbing him by the
collar and shoving him back. He was heard
accusing the Indian of "acting superior” in
front of him as he held him by the collar.

The Indian man tried to defend himself
without any retaliation, but the aggressor did
not back down until another person, possibly
a staff member, intervened and asked the
two men to take their confrontation ‘outside’.

through the central Philippines,
officials say.

Typhoon Kalmaegi has flooded
large areas, including entire towns
on the most populated central
island of Cebu, where most
fatalities occurred. Reports suggest
casualties will rise.

Videos show people sheltering on
rooftops, while cars and shipping
containers have been swept
through the streets.

A military helicopter deployed to
assist relief efforts crashed in
northern Mindanao island killing six
crew members on board, the
Philippine Air Force (PAF) said.

It went down near Agusan del Sur
on Mindanao island and was one of
four sent to help.

"Communication with the
helicopter was lost, which
immediately prompted the launch
of a search and rescue operation,”
the PAF said. Later, a spokeswoman
said six bodies had been
recovered, believed to be of the
pilot and crew.
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TYLENOL'S PARENT
COMPANY WILL
COMBINE WITH THE
MAKER OF HUGGIES IN A
$48.7 BILLION MEGA-

DEAL
Diary Times Desk :
Huggies maker Kimberly-Clark
announced Monday it will buy

Tylenol's parent company
Kenvue in a nearly $50 billion
deal, creating a massive
consumer products

conglomerate.

The merger is the latest in a

recent dealmaking explosion,
signaling the Trump
administration’s openness

toward corporate acquisitions.
But it also represents a gamble
that one of Kenvue's signature
products will be able to
withstand increased scrutiny.

The acquisition comes a few
weeks after President Donald
Trump made unfounded claims
linking autism to Tylenol use
during  pregnancy, sending
Kenvue’s stock sharply lower. The
company has staunchly pushed
back against his administration’s
accusations.

SHEIN BANS SALE OF
SEX DOLLS FOLLOWING
FRENCH THREATTO

BLOCK PLATFORM

Diary Times Desk :

Chinese e-commerce platform
Shein announced on Monday a
“complete ban” on sex dolls on
its site after France threatened
to cut off its access to the
French market.

Over the weekend, France's
anti-fraud office, the DGCCRF,
accused the fast-fashion
platform of selling sex dolls “with
a childlike appearance,” saying
in a statement: “Their
description and their
categorization on the site make
it difficult to doubt the
pedopornographic nature of the
content.”

The dolls were available for
purchase on the French version
of Shein’s platform until 4 am.
local time Monday, according to
CNN offiliate BFMTV, which

prompted a stark warning from
French Finance Minister Roland
Lescure.

WANT TO GET AHEAD? TALK TO YOUR (AI) CEO

Diary Times Desk : Alex Alonso cloned his CEO. Well,
sort of.

Alonso used emails and public appearances to
create an Al chatbot of Johnny Taylor Jr., the CEO of
the Society for Human Resource Management,
where Alonso is the chief data and analytics officer.
The Al CEO gives Alonso feedback on work ideas, so
he make sure the ideas he presents to the real
Taylor are already sharp.

The results have been a “work in progress,” says
Alonso, but the chatbot has encouraged him to
approach problems differently.

The Taylor bot isn’t the only version of an artificial
intelligence CEO these days. Companies are
starting to make more Al copies of their CEOs to to
make senior leadership more accessible to both
employees and the public. It's the latest labor twist
as Al prompts concerns about rank-and-file
workers losing their jobs to the tech.

Sumeet Gupta, senior managing director at FTI
Consulting, said the firm has seen more interest in
Al digital twins in the last six months, and Suman
Kanuganti, CEO and co-founder of Personal Al,
which helps companies build Al doubles, says the
company began seeing more demand for this type
of work in late 2024.

CHINA BACKS OFF CHIP EXPORT BAN THAT COULD HAVE SHUT
DOWN GLOBAL AUTO PLANTS

Diary Times Desk : China has agreed to allow the
export of chips critical to auto production, averting
widespread shutdowns that had been predicted by
the industry.

The chips are provided by Nexperia, a Chinese-owned
chipmaker based in the Netherlands. It's a critical
supplier for the global auto industry, providing 40% of
the automotive chips in the market segment that
includes transistors and diodes, according to research
firm Techinsights.

After the Dutch government took control of Nexperia
several weeks ago and removed its Chinese CEO,
citing national security concerns, Beijing suspended
shipments from China. Auto industry trade groups in
the United States and Europe both feared the trade
dispute would lead them to run out of the chips they
needed. That could drive up car prices, as happened in
the years following the pandemic.

STARBUCKS TO SELL CONTROL OF CHINA BUSINESS TO BOYU CAPITALIN

Diary Times Desk : Starbucks said on Monday it
would sell control of its China operations to
investment firm Boyu Capital in a deal valued at $4
billion, in one of the most valuable divestments of a
China unit by a global consumer company in recent
years.

Under the agreement, the companies will operate a
joint venture with Boyu holding an interest of up to
60% in Starbucks’ retail operations in China.
Starbucks will retain a 40% interest in the joint venture
and will continue to own and license the brand and
intellectual property to the new entity, the companies
said.

Starbucks expects the total value of its China retail
business to exceed $13 billion, which includes
proceeds from the sale of a controlling interest in the
joint venture to Boyu as well as the value of Starbucks
retained interest in the venture.

Its market share in China - home to more than a fifth
of its cafes - fell sharply to 14% last year from 34% in
2019, according to Euromonitor International data.

$4 BILLION DEAL
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AFTER DODGERS’ WIN, A
SALARY CAPIS
LOOMING LARGE OVER
BASEBALL. HERE'S WHY
THAT MIGHT BE ABAD
IDEA

Diary Times Desk:

It may be easy to look at the Los
Angeles Dodgers’ record-setting
payroll and back-to-back World
Series titles and think that
baseball desperately needs a
salary cap.

After all, the Dodgers’ total
payroll of $350 million is roughly
double the league’'s average
and $84 million more than the
previous record for a series
champ, which was set by the
Dodgers themselves just one
year earlier.

And there are indications team
owners will be pushing for a cap
in labor negotiations a year
from now when the labor deal
between the league and the
Major League Baseball Players
Association (MLBPA), the labor
union representing nearly 8,000
players in the majors and
minors.

TRUMP’S UNDENIABLE
STOCK MARKET
VICTORY THAT NO ONE

SAW COMING

Diary Times Desk :

One year after President Donald
Trump’s reelection, the US stock
market continues to notch
record highs.

The S&P 500 has gained 19.6%

over the past 12 months,
boosted by strong corporate
earnings and investors’
enthusiasm  about  artificial

intelligence. Stocks have been
remarkably adaptable, defying
concerns about a resurgence in
global trade tensions and bouts
of intense volatility.

To Trump, the market's gains
are a vindication of his policies.
The president on October 28
touted stocks’ record highs
during a visit with Japanese
Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi.

“Their stock market today and
our stock market today hit an
all-time high,” Trump said. “That
means we're doing something
right”

DENNY’S IS BEING TAKEN PRIVATE AND PIZZA HUT MAY BE FOR SALE

Diary Times Desk : Denny'’s, the struggling, 72-year-
old diner chain, is selling itself to a group of investors
who are taking the business private.

The company announced Monday that it's sold itself
to TriArtisan Capital Advisors, a private equity firm
that also owns P.F. Chang'’s, and Yadav Enterprises, a
B8 major Denny’'s franchisee, in a $322 million deal
B8 (excluding its substantial debt load).

Denny’'s board approved the deal. If accepted by
shareholders, Denny’s stock will be delisted from the
Nasdagq, ending a nearly six-decade run on the public
stock market.

Shares jumped 50% in early trading Tuesday. Prior to
Tuesday, the stock had lost about a third of its value
¥ this year.
Denny’s had reached out to more than 40 potential
buyers and received multiple offers, but decided that
this transaction “maximizes value and has
!l determined it is fair to and in the best interests of
stockholders and represents the best path forward
for the company,” CEO Kelli Valade said in a
statement.

TRUMP DENIES INFLATION IS HURTING AMERICANS. IT'S THE SAME
MISTAKE THAT HAUNTED BIDEN

Diary Times Desk : “We have no inflation,” President Donald Trump said in his “60 Minutes” interview Sunday
evening. “Our groceries are down.”

And with those two false claims, Trump is repeating a political mistake that haunted his predecessor, former
President Joe Biden, and contributed to the Democrats losing the White House: Trump appears to be denying
the economic reality that people are experiencing in their everyday lives.

Whether or not Trump is making a similar political miscalculation remains to be seen. Today's elections in
Virginia, New Jersey and New York City could serve as an indication.

Inflation is far from the crisis levels of the Biden years, but it never went away. And inflation is on the rebound
again, rising in September to the highest annual rate since January in part because of the president’s tariffs.

Grocery prices aren't down, either — they're up across all major product categories, rising 1.4% since Trump
took office, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Denying that reality is a tough sell to Americans, many of whom seriously hate this economy, mainly because
they feel those higher prices every time they go to the store.

A new CNN poll conducted by SSRS showed that 72% of Americans say the economy is in poor shape, and
47% call the economy and cost of living the top issue facing the country.

Biden conceded that inflation is “the bane of our existence,” but downplayed it by saying it's “mostly in food,
and in gasoline.”
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WORLD CUP STAR MISAPPROPRIATION OF FUNDS: PUNJAB GOVT SACKS PSPCL DIRECTOR HARJIT
RENUKA THAKUR SINGH
FULFILS HER FATHER'’S | Diary Times Desk The Punjab government today [T
DREAM terminated the services of Director Power Generation of ’

Punjab State Power Corporation Limited (PSPCL), Harijit
Singh, on suspicion of misappropriation of funds that led to
higher cost of fuel in the state government-run thermal
power plants. <
The termination of his service comes close on the heels of ) \
the suspension of Chief Engineer of Ropar and Goindwal |
Sahib, Harish Sharma, on November 2. Sharma was
suspended on charges of allowing a hike in fuel cost.

The orders, terminating the services of Harjit Singh, have
been issued by the new Administrative Secretary, Power
Department, Basant Garg. Garg was appointed as the head 1O

of Power department as well as the Chairman and /
Managing Director of PSPCL and PSTCL (Punjab State
Transmission Corporation Limited) last week, when his
predecessor, A K Sinha, was suddenly shifted out and has
not been given any posting.

STATE MUST ACT WITH VIGILANCE IN
FILING APPEALS: PUNJAB AND
HARYANA HIGH COURT

Diary Times Desk : The Punjab and Haryana High
Court has made it clear that the government
machinery is expected to act with due vigilance and
promptness in filing appeals within the prescribed
period of limitation, and the state cannot take refuge
behind vague and routine explanations for delay in
the name of official procedure. The assertion came as
the bench refused to condone a delay of 350 days in
fiing an appeal by the state of Punjab in a service

Diary Times Desk Renuka
Thakur's father, a big cricket fan,
named his son after Vinod
Kambili. “He wanted Renuka and
me to excel in cricket and
kabaddi. It was his dream,” said
Vinod Thakur, Renuka’s brother,
a day after India won the World
Cup. With Renuka playing a vital
role in the triumph, the dream
stands more than fulfilled today.

Just like rest of the country,
Renuka’'s small Parsa village,
tucked away in the Rohru
subdivision of district Shimla,
erupted with joy the moment
India sealed the victory on
Sunday night. Having
celebrated the whole night with
the family members and the
neighbours, Renuka’'s mother
Sunita Thakur today threw a
feast for the entire village to
celebrate the momentous feat
of her daughter and the Indian
team. “I've no words to describe
how happy | am.

Ferrrini

i

SHARP DROP IN STUBBLE BURNING
INCIDENTS IN PUNJAB, HARYANA:
CAQM

Diary Times Desk : The Commission for Air Quality
Management in NCR and Adjoining Areas (CAQM)
said stubble-burning incidents in Punjab and
Haryana — one of the major contributors to winter
pollution in Delhi-NCR — have shown a significant
decline compared to last year.

Between September 15 and November 3, Punjab

BADDI'S AIR QUALITY | matter reported 2518 fire counts against 4,32 during the
same period in 2024, while Haryana saw a drop from
DIPS AGAIN, AQIHITS | pismissing the application for condonation of delay, | 857 to 145.
'‘POOR’ 283 the division bench of Justice Anupinder Singh Grewal
Diary Times Desk : Air quality in | and Justice Meenakshi | Mehta asserted: “The
the state’'s industrial belt of | explanation offered in the application for condonation | The commission noted that this reduction in farm
Baddi has failed to improve with | ©of delay of 350 days is that the file had to be approved | fires coincides with a slight improvement in Delhi's air
the air quality index (AQI) | by several officers. quality.

The explanation is vague and nebulous and cannot be
the basis for justifying such a huge delay of 350 days
in filing the appeal.

registering a poor 283, as per
findings of the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) at 4:05 pm
this evening.

The capital recorded an Air Quality Index (AQI) of 291
on Monday, down from 309 on Sunday and 366 a day
earlier, indicating a shift from the 'very poor' to ‘poor’
category.

The applicants/appellants ought to be vigilant and
taken steps to prompitly file the appeal within a period
of limitation”.

Though it did show considerable

improvement on October 3l
when the AQl level was a %
moderate 178, it has been YOUR HOROSCOPE
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deteriorating for the last three

days. The level increased to a
poor 207 on November 1 and
ozone was the most prominent
pollutant.

The index rose swiftly to still
poorer levels at 286 yesterday
and 283 today as particulate
matter PM 2.5 was recorded as
the prominent contributory
factor. PM 25 comprises fine
airborne particles measuring
less than 25 micrometers in
diameter. This sparks breathing
discomfort to people on
prolonged exposure especially
among the sensitive population.

Its adverse level in the air can
trigger both short and long-term
impact on the health, including
eye, nose, throat irritation, cough
and difficulty in breathing.

Aries

Today, you will meet old friends, which
will refresh old memories. Employed
people may be fired from the job due to

Taurus

Today you will get success as your long
pending legal proceedings will come in
your favor. There will be an atmosphere

heavy with inthe
workplace. People doing business
should thank God for getting financial
benefits from the advice of their spouse.
Due to irritation in the eyes, you should
consultan i

of i in the family as employed
people will get progress in their
workplace. People doing business
should make a budget and spend the
money in order to get financial benefits.

Leo

Today, you should offer water to Lord
Shiva to avoid difficulties. A heated
argument with HR in the workplace will

should change their food
according to health and season.

Virgo
Today you should take special control
over your speech and behavior. People in

spoil your whole day. il have
to exercise patience, there are chances
of improvement in business.Today, you
may face stomach and pancreas
problems due to eating too much fried
food.

Sagittarius
Today you should take all important
decisions of your career thoughtfully.
Employed people may have to face
some problems due to the start of a
new job in the workplace. Due to
financial gain for business people, you
can invest in a new

p! will get success in the
workplace with the help of friends. People
doing business will get financial gain due
to some special offer, your financial

iti will be oid
diseases of elders in the house may
emerge.

Capricorn
Today you can invest especially in
land and buildings. Employed people
may have to travel long distances due
to office work, due to which your

health may People doing
i may face difficultie in

Problems like leg pain and
may bother you.

repaying business loans due to loss of
money. High BP and cholesterol
p! will i the p of
your spouse.

Gemini
Today you should include yoga and
meditation in your daily routine. For

Cancer
Today you will get relief from all your
problems due to sudden financial gain.

ploy people, your
may increase due to promotion in the

ploy people may have to get
scolded by their boss due to being hasty

People doing may
suffer financial loss from any unknown
person today. There may be difficulty in
walking due to nerve pain problems.

Libra

Today is going to be a busy day for you.
Employed people will get a chance to work
with senior officers due to advancement in
their professional field. People doing

in the People doing
may face increased difficulties in
business due to arguments with
business partners. As the problem of
foot pain increases, you must consult a
specialist doctor.

Scorpio
Today you may have to face huge
arguments in your family over small
matters. Employed people may have to
face mental problems due to extra

business should avoid money
with any unknown person today. Pregnant

in the p People doing
business may have to travel abroad in
ion  with i i

women may have to face p due to
changing weather.

Aquarius
Today you may have to face huge
arguments in your family over small
matters. Employees will be suspended due
to indiscipline in the People

Diabetic patients should get themselves
checked by a doctor in case of any
problem today.

Pisces

Today your interest in creative work will
especially increase. Employed people may
be given an important project by their
boss to handle important projects in the

doing business should solve all the
problems of their customers in time. Due
to worsening weather, problems related to
cold and cough may increase in the
family.

People doing business should
control their speech and behavior with
their customers. You should walk carefully
on the road, problems may arise due to
injury.
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KARNAL MARKET
SECRETARY AMONG
FOUR BOOKED FOR
'IRREGULARITIES' IN
PADDY PROCUREMENT

Diary Times Desk : The Karnal
police have registered an FIR in
connection with the alleged
paddy procurement scam. The
FIR has been registered against
Asha Rani, Secretary Karnal
Market Committee, along with
three others — Rajender Kumar
of Duhanpur Viran in Indri block,
Amit Kumar of Dadupur Roran
and Ajay Kumar of Narukheri
village for alleged irregularities
in the issuance of gate passes
during the ongoing paddy
procurement season.

Earlier, two FIRs have already
been registered involving — one
against Taraori Market
Committee Secrteary, and four
inspectors of Haryana State
Agricultural  Marketing Board
(HsAMB), and second FIR
against one sub-inspector of
Food Civil Supplies and
Consumer Affairs Department
and a rice miller. The fresh FIR is
the third in the district in the
ongoing paddy procurement
season.

BIKERS DRINKING AND
DRIVING ON GURUGRAM
ROAD, POLICE ON THE
HUNT

Diary Times Desk : A video went
viral on social media showing
two bikers openly drinking beer
while riding their motorcycle on
Sohna  Road. The  video,
reportedly taken by a woman in
a car, shows the two young men
holding bottles of beer and riding
without helmets. The woman
took to X to share the video,
tagging the Deputy
Commissioner and Gurugram
police, and wrote, “Two boys
drunk driving with beer bottles in
their hands, no helmets, almost
hitting cars and people, and the
cops said, ‘post it on social
medid'’. Is this what safety looks
like on our roads?”

The video depicts the riders’
reckless behaviour, with them
nearly hitting other vehicles and
pedestrians. Despite the
alarming footage, the Gurugram
police’s initial response was to
ask the woman to post the video
on social media. However, after
the video went viral, the police
took action, although the details
of the action taken were not
disclosed.

FARIDABAD: HUNT ON FOR 'STALKER' WHO SHOT AT TEENAGE GIRL

Diary Times Desk : A hunt is on for the youth who allegedly
fired gunshots at a 17-year-old girl here in broad daylight,
wounding her in shoulder and abdomen, police on Tuesday

said.

The girl, who is preparing for JEE, was shot twice by an alleged
stalker in Faridabad's Shyam colony on Monday evening when

she was on her way home from a library.

The attacker has been identified as 20-year-old Jatin Manglq,
a native of Sarmathla village near Gurugram's Sohna, the

police said.

The victim, Kanishka, is stable and under treatment at a

hospital in Sector 8.

Footage from a CCTV camera showed a youth, allegedly
Mangla, waiting for Kanishka in a street and shooting at her at

a close range.

SHARP DROP IN STUBBLE BURNING
INCIDENTS IN PUNJAB, HARYANA:
CAQM

Diary Times Desk : The Commission for Air Quality
Management in NCR and Adjoining Areas (CAQM) said
stubble-burning incidents in Punjab and Haryana —
one of the major contributors to winter pollution in
Delhi-NCR — have shown a significant decline
compared to last year.

Between September 15 and November 3, Punjab
reported 2,518 fire counts against 4,132 during the
same period in 2024, while Haryana saw a drop from
857 to 145.

The commission noted that this reduction in farm fires
coincides with a slight improvement in Delhi's air
quality.

The capital recorded an Air Quality Index (AQI) of 291
on Monday, down from 309 on Sunday and 366 a day
earlier, indicating a shift from the 'very poor' to ‘poor’
category.

DELHI CHOKES! RANKED 6TH
MOST POLLUTED CITY ININDIA IN
OCTOBER

Diary Times Desk : Delhi was ranked the sixth most
polluted city in the country in October, behind
neighbouring Ghaziabad and Noida, according to a
study.

Dharuhera in Haryana was ranked as the most
polluted city in October, with a monthly average
PM2.5 concentration of 123 pug/m?, according to the
Monthly Air Quality Snapshot released by the Centre
for Research on Energy and Clean Air (CREA) on
Tuesday.

It provided a comprehensive analysis of India's air
quality based on continuous ambient air quality
monitoring station (CAAQMS) data.

The findings revealed a sharp deterioration in air
quality across
conditions concentrated in the Indo-Gangetic Plain
(16P), particularly the National Capital Region (NCR),

the country, with worsening

an official statement said.

HARYANA CABINET CLEARS FACTORIES ORDINANCE; WOMEN CAN WORK NEAR
MACHINERY

Diary Times Desk : In a significant labour reform move,
the Haryana Cabinet, chaired by Chief Minister Nayab
Singh Saini, on Monday approved The Factories
(Amendment) Ordinance, 2025, modernising key
provisions of the Factories Act, 1948, to align with present-
day industrial practices and gender parity goals.

The amendment mandates that every factory
management must issue a formal appointment letter to
each worker at the time of joining, ensuring transparency
and legal protection for both employers and employees.

In a progressive step towards gender inclusivity, the
government has lifted the outdated restriction that
prohibited women from working on or near machinery,
including cotton openers. Employers will, however, be
required to ensure adequate safety measures and
protective gear for women workers.

“The amendment also replaces imprisonment clauses for
minor procedural or economic offences with monetary
penalties, ensuring effective enforcement without
criminalising small business owners,” said a government
spokesperson.
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EDITORIAL

Trump Urges New Yorkers To Vote For
Cuomo For Mayor

resident Donald Trump urged New Yorkers in his
strongest terms yet to vote for former Gov.
Andrew Cuomo in the city’s mayoral race on the
eve of the election.

“Whether you personally like Andrew Cuomo or
not, you really have no choice. You must vote for
him, and hope he does a fantastic job,” the
president wrote on Truth Social on Monday,
adding that Cuomo ‘“is capable of it’ and that
Democratic nominee Zohran Mamdani “is not!”
His backing of Cuomo, whom he described as
having a “Record of Success,” could hurt the
former governor with Democrats as much as it
helps him with Republicans in deep-blue New
York City. Mamdani, who shocked Cuomo in

June’s Democratic primary,
has repeatedly tied the
former governor to Trump
and argued that he would
stand up to powerful
interests in both New York
and Washington.Cuomo on |

Monday dismissed /|
Trump’s endorsement, =X {‘-.
insisting .that the premdgnt Alejandra Jaramillo
was Slmply OPPOSIng “You will hear from
Mamdani. “He’s NOt  Andrew Cuome about his

. ’, experience as if the issue
endorSIng me. He S is that we don’t know
opposing Mamdani,” about it,” Mamdani

. retorted during one

Cuomo said. debate. “The issue is that

we have all experienced

Trump, a Queens native, R
your experience.
has long complained about  e—

Mamdani, a 34-year-old democratic socialist,
and falsely labeled him a communist. He again
vowed to pull federal funds from the city if
Mamdani wins Tuesday “other than the very
minimum as required.”

In response, Mamdani told CNN’s Erin Burnett
on Monday night that the president is threatened
by his campaign.

“Like his (campaign), we've diagnosed the crisis
in working class New Yorkers’ lives, the cost of
living. But unlike him, we’re actually going to
deliver on that. And that is a contrast that he
can't bear to see,” Mamdani said on “OutFront.”
Mamdani had reacted to Trump’s backing of
Cuomo earlier Monday at a canvas event in his
Assembly district in Queens.

“The MAGA movement's embrace of Andrew
Cuomo is reflective of Donald Trump’s
understanding that this would be the best mayor
for him. Not the best mayor for New York City,
not the best mayor for New Yorkers, but the best
mayor for Donald Trump and his administration,”
Mamdani said.

The president previously offered tepid support
for Cuomo, casting the election as a choice
between the better of two bad options, while
discounting the Republican candidate, Curtis
Sliwa.

“'m not a fan of Cuomo one way or another, but
if it's going to be between a bad Democrat and a
communist, I'm going to pick the bad Democrat
all the time, to be honest with you,” Trump told
CBS’ “60 Minutes” in an interview that aired
Sunday.

Mamdani quickly seized on Trump’s comments
in that interview, posting his congratulations to
Cuomo on X on Sunday and adding, “I know
how hard you worked for this.”

The Republican president discouraged voters
from backing Sliwa, though he’s stopped short
of explicitly demanding the Republican nominee
leave the race as other Cuomo backers have.

“A vote for Curtis Sliwa (who looks much better
without the beret!) is a vote for Mamdani,” he
wrote.

Hunger To Luxury

THE STORY BEHIND THE WORLD’S MOST EXPENSIVE RICE

Sarah Aarthun

Each year, Saika
selects four to
six top-class,
award-winning
rice varieties
from a pool of
about 5,000
entries. The
International
Contest on Rice
Taste Evaluation,
hosted by the
Syokumi Kanteisi
— The Rice Taste
Appraiser
Association — is
the largest of its
kind in Japan.

olding an elegant black box
embossed with the words
“World's Best Rice” in gold,

Japanese chef Kenichi
Fujimoto tilts his head and
smiles — a flicker of

skepticism on his face.
“These things are often
very commercial and not
necessarily good,” says the
Hong Kong-based
chef/owner of Sushi
Fujimoto, gesturing at the
pot of rice simmering in his
kitchen.

With more than 20 years of
experience working under
Michelin-starred sushi
masters, the chef has
encountered countless
varieties of rice. Nothing like
this, though.

Not only do the makers of
Kinmemai Premium claim
that it's the world’s best
rice, but in 2016 Guinness
World Records certified it
as the most expensive.

Does it live up to the claim?
CNN drafted in Fujimoto to
help answer that question.
The grains have been
rinsed and soaked before

B B
JR ~
ﬁ J fl"va.
The painstaking process, combined with limited
supply, makes Kinmemai Premium costly to
produce. The rice is often given as a luxury gift,

used to mark special occasions or impress
corporate clients.

they’re placed inside a cast-iron pot of
water and heated.It’s an important test
for a Japanese chef. “Rice is Japan’s
soul food,” says Fujimoto. “For sushi,
rice is the most important part — 80%
of good sushi comes from the rice and
20% from the fish,” he says.

The clock is now counting down to the
moment of truth.

“We’'ll know in 15 minutes.”

Rice has been a sacred staple in
Japan for around 3,000 years.

Today, there are more than 300
varieties commonly cultivated around
the country, with new varieties
constantly under development.

Dishes and beverages made with
Japanese rice — sushi, mochi cakes
and sake — have gained international
fame in recent decades. Rice exports,

however, have never achieved the
same levels of success.Enter Keiji
Saika, the now 91-year-old
president of Toyo Rice Corporation.
In 2016, he decided to take
promotion of the staple into his own
hands.
Based in Wakayama, his company
sells rice milling machines as well
as Kinmemai, directly translated as
“Golden Sprout Rice”, a variety
prized for its nutritional value and
taste.
“l felt that Japan needed to better
appeal to the international
community about how great
Japanese rice is,” Saika tells CNN
Travel in an interview at the
company’s Tokyo office.
The challenge? Boost the global
profile of Japanese rice without
blowing the company’s marketing
budget.
“That was when the idea of
Guinness World Records came to
me. We'd have to do something
that's never been done before,” he
says.
Confident that he had produced the
world’s most delicious rice, Saika
introduced Kinmemai Premium to
the market that same year, selling it
for a whopping 9,496 Japanese
yen for a box of 840 grams — or
about $109 per kilogram in 2016.
“At a time when typical rice cost
only 300 yen to 400 yen per
kilogram, | wondered if anyone
would actually buy it.

INFA

THE BEST CHRISTMAS MARKETS TAKING PLACE

Tamara Hardingham-Gill

A light and sound
show, ice skating

and fairground
rides are among

the activities and

places to enjoy.

Visitors can also

browse through

about 200 chalets
serving glithwein

(mulled wine),

Belgian beers and

waffles while

staring in wonder

at the enormous

Christmas tree in

Grand Place.

here’s nothing quite like a festive
market to bring out the Christmas
spirit in people.

While these events can be traced
back to Vienna — the Austrian
city’s first recorded December
market was in 1298 the
tradition has spread across the
world over the centuries.

From Germany and Switzerland
to Singapore and New York, it's
difficult to find a coveted
destination that doesn’t hold an
impressive annual market. In
fact, some have grown so
popular that they’'ve become
tourist attractions in their own
right.

Here’s CNN Travel’s rundown of
some of the top Christmas
markets taking place around the
world this year:

Wiener Christkindlmarkt, Austria
With a reindeer train, a giant
Ferris wheel and a giant Advent
wreath, Vienna’s magical
spectacle  encapsulates  the
festive spirit fantastically.

Although the Austrian capital
holds around 20 Christmas
markets, Wiener Christkindimarkt
(or Rathausplatz) is one of its
oldest and most traditional
events.

The event, also known as

Q

Viennese Dream Christmas
Market, is held in front of City Hall
and features a 110-square-meter
children’s ice rink. The famous
Tree of Hearts, a giant maple tree
decked out with hundreds of
glittering hearts, is a favorite with
visitors and a great photo
opportunity.Plenty of stalls offer
tasty treats such as Austrian
sausages and gingerbread
cookies, along with homemade
Christmas punch.

It's hard to find a destination that
does Christmas better than
Switzerland.

Most Swiss towns are taken over
by festive markets at this time of
year, and the atmosphere is
incredible. Basel Christmas
Market is the biggest and
arguably the best around.

Separated into two sections, at
Barfusserplatz and Miinsterplatz,
it hosts around 150 decorated
stalls selling everything from
Christmas spices, decorations
and candles.

Family attractions include the
Christmas fairytale forest at
Munsterplatz with activities such
as gingerbread and candle
decorating, a star-making
workshop and a puppet show.
Attendees can take a walk up the
stairwell of St. Martin’s tower for
views of the lights illuminating the
old town or sip on mulled wine at
the 13-meter-high Christmas
pyramid on Barfiisserplatz.

Spread over more than 10 locations, the
hugely popular market lights up the city with
thousands of twinkling lights and festive
ornaments.

Drawing in over 2 million people a year, it
features hundreds of wooden chalet stalls
selling everything from decorations and
presents to local Alsatian wine.

Place Kleber is probably its most popular
spot thanks to the Great Christmas Tree. But
visitors will be treated to countless magical
sights while wandering through the city’s
narrow alleyways and pretty squares.

Strasbourg Christmas Market begins on
November 26 and closes on December 24.

Brussels Winter Wonders, Belgium

Brussels really comes to life at Christmas
time thanks to Winter Wonders, which is
more akin to a festival than a market.

One of Belgium’s biggest and most popular
events, the annual extravaganza extends
across the open spaces of the Bourse, Place
de la Monnaie, Grand Place, Place Sainte
Catherine and Marche aux Poissons.
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ULAE, TAMARIND AND THE COLLECTORS WHO CHAMPIONED THE PRINTMAKING
REVOLUTION ACROSS TWO COASTS

Diary Times Desk : The 1960s launched a printmaking renaissance that drastically
changed the artistic landscape of the United States, driven by pioneering studios such as
Universal Limited Art Editions (ULAE) in New York and the Tamarind Lithography
Workshop in Los Angeles. At a time when many believed fine art lithography in the United
States to be obsolete, these workshops revitalised the medium and made it a site for bold
experimentation.

As Lindsay Griffith, head of Christie’s New York Prints and Multiples department,
observes: ‘Printmaking is rarely a solitary exercise. Working with a printer inherently
involves community, and many artists — Jasper Johns, Robert Rauschenberg and Ed
Ruscha famously among them — have been drawn to the collaborative spirit of the print
studio.’

As the medium gained new prominence, the studios became nexuses of creative
exchange among artists, printers, and patrons, reshaping the culture around print
collecting. Two figures — Dr. James D. Fleck, an entrepreneur and cultural philanthropist
who engaged with studios such as ULAE, and Donald Kelley, an artist and master printer
at Tamarind — exemplify the personal bonds and distinctive collecting practices that
grew out of the print revolution. On 23 and 24 October, Christie’s is honoured to present
their respective collections, Property from the Collection of Dr. James D. Fleck and Art
from Stone: the Collection of Donald and Maggie Tomshany Kelley, in the New York Prints
and Multiples sale.

Dr. Fleck met the collector John Powers at a Young Presidents’ Organization event in 1973,
and the two quickly bonded over shared interests, including art. Powers and his wife,
Kimiko, were already well known in international circles for their pioneering Pop art
collection — widely considered one of the finest in private hands. As Fleck’s own interests
deepened, Powers played an important role in cultivating his eye, ultimately introducing
him to Tatyana Grosman, the visionary founder of ULAE.

Grosman had founded ULAE in 1957, after receiving encouragement from the Museum of
Modern Art curator William Lieberman to collaborate with artists on original prints. In
1960, she invited Jasper Johns to the studio, triggering a cascade of collaborations with
his close contemporaries — including Robert Rauschenberg, Jim Dine, Cy Twombly and
James Rosenquist. As the roster grew, so did the studio’s offerings. Under Bill Goldston,
ULAE mastered intaglio, woodcuts and offset printing, producing everything from
experimental editions to finely crafted books and posters.

RARE WORKS BY L.S. LOWRY: HIS FIRST DEPICTION OF A SPORTING CROWD AND ONE OF
ONLY A HANDFUL OF PAINTINGS HE MADE OF THE COTSWOLDS

Diary Times Desk : Laurence Stephen Lowry lived in an area of Greater Manchester |
called Pendlebury. As a boy, he had been encouraged to take up sport by his father, who
in his spare time ran a youth football team. Although he never excelled as a player,
Lowry did maintain an artistic interest in sport throughout his life.

Which is to say, he frequently depicted crowds making their way to or from a match, or
actually attending one. These are among his most admired paintings. In 2022, Going to
the Match (1953) — a scene capturing the mass arrival of fans at a football ground —
became the most expensive work by Lowry ever sold at auction, when it fetched
£7,846,500 at Christie’s in London.

This painting of the same name is the artist’s earliest picture of a sporting crowd, dating
from 1928, and features fans en route to a rugby match — thought to have been a derby
between Lowry’s local teams, Swinton Lions and Salford Red Devils.

They walk from right to left — towards the entrance to the ground, which is out of view.
The pitch occupies a small part of the composition, revealed by two tall sets of rugby
posts rising above a perimeter fence.

The red flag flying beside it suggests that this might be Salford’s home ground — as
does the preponderance of red scarves worn by members of the crowd. (Just two or
three individuals can be seen wearing blue, Swinton’s playing colour.)

‘My ambition,” Lowry once said, ‘was to put the industrial scene on the map, because
nobody [before] had done it seriously.’ For Lowry, that scene specifically meant the
urban landscape of Lancashire in north-west England, which he inhabited his entire life:
one synonymous with terraced houses, mills and factories. In many celebrated
paintings — for example, Going to Work — he captured workers pouring in and out of
such factories.

The typical working week lasted five-and-a-half days, ending at noon on Saturday.
After an hour or so’s refreshment in the pub, the workers headed to watch a sports
match (football or rugby league in the winter, cricket in the summer). In Lowry’s part of
England, sports stadiums were commonly found close to industrial buildings — and
such is the case in Going to the Match.
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CLUB BRUGGE MANAGER HAILS BARCELONA AS ‘ONE OF THE
BEST TEAMS IN THE WORLD’ AHEAD OF UCL FACE-OFF

Diary Times Desk : Barcelona will look to get back on track in
the UEFA Champions League as they take on Club Brugge this
midweek.

Although the Catalans are coming on the back of a mammoth
6-1win over Olympiacos, they are still outside the top eight.

Securing a win against the Belgian club, therefore, will be key.
However, their job won't be made easier by the Belgian outfit,
according to the club’s head coach Nicky Hayen.

What Club Brugge coach said ahead of Barcelona clash

The 45-year-old coach was first asked if his side, who have
been in good form, are truly capable of beating Barga.

“We've been playing well in recent matches. They're one of the
best teams in the world. We'll play high up the pitch, attacking
and man-marking,” he said (h/t AS).

OFFICIAL: BARCELONA SQUAD LISTTO
FACE CLUB BRUGGE | UEFA CHAMPIONS

LEAGUE
Diary Times Desk : As FC Barcelona get set to fly
to Belgium for their upcoming UEFA Champions
League game against Club Brugge, manager
Hansi Flick has announced the squad list of
players available at his disposal for selection.

The Blaugrana will take on the Belgian outfit
tomorrow in Matchday 4 of the Champions
League group stage and will be gunning for a
victory after having already lost a game (vs PSG).

However, they must do so without a host of key
players, with Pedri, Raphinha, Joan Garcia, Gavi,
and Marc-Andre ter Stegen all being absent.

Andreas Christensen misses out once again after
withdrawing from training today, having made his
comeback to group sessions only on Monday.
Robert Lewandowski and Dani Olmo made their
comeback from injury layoffs this past weekend
in the win over Elche and feature in the squad for
the Champions League clash as well. Youngsters
Xavi Espart and Dro also get called up.

Both Frenkie de Jong and Marc Casado, who are
likely to start in midfield for Barcelona tomorrow,
are one yellow card away from a one-match
suspension in the competition.

FLICK WAS LEFT ‘EXTREMELY ANGRY"’
WITH HOW BARCELONA SUPERSTAR'S
INJURY WAS HANDLED — REPORT

Diary Times Desk : This week will be a critical one
for Raphinha, as he looks to return to training after
an extended period on the sidelines.

The forward has had a difficult season so far, with
his progress being marred by an injury. But recent
reports suggest he is in the final phase of his
recovery and could return to training soon.

Raphinha’s potential return, though, should not
overshadow the fact that his fitness wasn't
handled well by the Barcelona team.

Raphinha’s injury: How it happened

As revealed by Cadena SER, the plan was for
Raphinha to be a key piece in the Clasico against
Real Madrid, but the timeline of his return went
horribly wrong.

Raphinha first returned to training with the group
on Wednesday, October 22. However, the very next
day, he felt a slight twinge in his leg.

This was reportedly dismissed as unalarming. He
received standard treatment and was cleared to
continue training.

HANSI FLICK SPEAKS PRIVATELY WITH FOUR BARCELONA STARS IN TRAINING
BEFORE CLUB BRUGGE CLASH

Diary Times Desk : Barcelona’s preparations for their
crucial UEFA Champions League clash against Club
Brugge have taken an unexpected turn, with manager
Hansi Flick making a strategic adjustment to the team’s

schedule.

As reported before, instead of holding the final training
session in Belgium, the German decided to keep the last

workout at Barcelona’s own facilities.

This is because the manager intends to maintain full £
control of the environment and ensure the players |
remain focused and comfortable before such a decisive

fixture.

Flick’s participation in the training

Now, according to SPORT, Flick was unusually active,

vocal and hands-on during the session.

The Barcelona manager was seen interacting frequently
with his first-team regulars, displaying a more open and

approachable side.

BARCELONA WINGER
EXPLODES ON SOCIAL MEDIA
AFTER NOT BEING VOTED IN
THE 2025 FIFPRO WORLD XI

Diary Times Desk The
announcement of the 2025 FIFPRO
Men'’s World 11 has stirred controversy,
particularly in Barcelona, where fans
were left baffled by the omission of
Raphinha.

The Brazilian winger, who enjoyed the
most productive season of his career
in 2024/25, was nowhere to be seen in
the star-studded lineup.

Raphinha’'s exclusion is difficult to
understand, considering his
extraordinary contributions to Barga's
treble-winning campaign.

The 28-year-old ended the season
with 34 goals and 22 assists. Despite
finishing fifth in the Ballon d’Or voting
and being instrumental in taking
Barcelona to the Champions League
semi-finals, his name was left off the
final list.

BARCELONA DEFENDER
WITHDRAWS EARLY FROM
TRAINING AHEAD OF CLUB

BRUGGE ENCOUNTER

Diary Times Desk : FC Barcelona held
their final training session this
morning at Ciutat Esportiva Joan
Gamper, ahead of their trip to Belgium
to face Club Brugge in Matchday 4 of
the Champions League.

Unlike in previous matches, Hansi Flick
opted to change the routine: the
session took place in Barcelona
during the morning, rather than at the
opponent’s stadium in the afternoon.

Andreas Christensen walks off

In  a concerning development,
Barcelona defender Andreas
Christensen left the training session
prematurely after working with the
rest of the group for a few minutes,
reports SPORT.

The 29-year-old defender joined his
teammates on the field but left the
session fifteen minutes later, as he felt
some new discomfort.

The club did not issue any medical
statement, but the defender has
already missed the last three
matches, one due to gastrointestinal
discomfort and two because of
muscle soreness in his calf.
Christensen had resumed training
with the group this week after the
game against Elche. But with him
withdrawing from training early today,
it is expected that he will not be
included in the squad travelling to
Bruges.

As is customary before Champions
League matches, Flick began the day
with a video session analysing the
opponent, after which the players took
to the pitch around 11:30 a.m.




